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time he has thus treated more than one hundred
cases and has obtained numerous articles upon the
same subject written by physicians in various parts
of the world. It seems possible, however, that
some may have escaped notice. He also realizes
that many of the profession may have treated some
cases without reporting them. A paper upon the
subject is now in the course of preparation. In
this it is earnestly desired to incorporate reports
from a large number of cases, good, bad and other-
wise. He accordingly makes the following request
to the readers of this Journal:

Will any one who has used vaccines in the treat-
ment of typhoid fever, whether but one case or
more, kindly communicate to him that fact, accom-
panied by name and address of the reporter? If
the results have already been reported, a note of
the Journal in which they appear will be sufficient.
If they have not been reported, a short blank form
will be sent to the phvsician to be filled out. Due
credit will be given in the article to each person
making a report. If any physician happens to know
of other confreres who have any such cases, it will
be appreciated if he sends their names, as they may
not happen to read this note. It is hoped that by
this means a sufficient number of cases may be col-
lected to somewhat definitely settle the now mooted
question whether vaccines are or are not of benefit
in typhoid therapy.

Reports of cases will-be accepted at any time in
the future, but preferably by November or Decem-
ber of the present year.

Kindly communicate with *Dr. W. H. Watters,
Director of the Department of Pathology and Bac-
teriology, Evans Institute for Clinical Research,
Boston, Mass.

PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE.
The long desired change has come and by an act

of Congress approved August 14th, the name of the
old Public Health and Marine Hospital Service is
abolished and a new and proper name given: the
United States Public Health Service. The powers
and duties of the Service are increased and broad-
ened (though not as much as they should have
been) and there is an increase in pay-though
that, too, is not so great as it should be. It
will be pleasant news when both duties and pay
are again increased, as they certainly will have to
be, some day.

RELATING TO HEALTH SUPERVISION OF
SCHOOL CHILDREN.

The State Board of Health and the Department
of Public Instruction of Minnesota wish to lend
their aid to the schools of the state in promoting
health supervision of school children. To this end,
the State Board of Health has engaged the services
of Dr. Ernest B. Hoag, formerly of the University
of California, to help Minnesota towns and cities
to organize health work in schools.

Dr. Hoag will travel about the state, spending
from one day to two weeks, as may be required, in
the various places needing his services.

It is proposed to demonstrate to towns, cities
and counties that rational conservation of the
mental and physical health of our school children
is possible and practical with the means already
at hand. Three plans will be proposed:

1. Organization with a medical officer and nurse
or nurses.

2. Organization with school nurse or nurses
only.

3. Organization by the employment of a simple
non-medical health survey on the part of the
teachers only. Such a survey is provided by a
series of questions based upon ordinary observa-
tion of physical and mental conditions. The out-

line for this purpose will be furnished by the State
Board of Health-one for each child. No com-
munity need wait for the employment of a medical
officer in order to begin sensible health observa-
tion of school children.

Dr. Hoag will be available for lectures on Child
Hygiene, Medical Supervision, and related topics,
for. clubs, institutes, and various other organiza-
tions. The State Board of Health will maintain
in its office in the capitol building, St. Paul, a
clearing house of information concerning child hy-
giene, medical supervision, the teaching of school
hygiene, sex hygiene, and the like. Please make
full use of the opportunities furnished in this new
work. Your co-operation is earnestly desired.
For further information address Dr. H. M.

Bracken, Secretary State Board of Health, St.
Paul, or Mr. C. G. Schulz, Superintendent of Public
Instruction, St. Paul.

REFLECTIONS OF A PLAIN BUSINESS MAN.
This morning's mail is on my desk anl it inter-

ests me as a business man and a tax-payer. First,
I find a receipt for the last installment of my state
and county taxes; a certain part of this goes, I am
sure, to the support of the Government; proper, of
course; we must have the support of the ordinary
tax-payer to keep up the machinery of the whole.
Another item in the mail is a bill for gasoline

furnished last month for my machine. Now I re-
gret to say that my auto has become a business
necessity, it is no longer a luxury. Business time
and tide wait for no man, and the hurrying wave
of business has forced me to use an auto; the good
old horse will no longer accomplish my purpose,
therefore he has been sold and his "proceeds" and
a good deal more purchased the machine.
The price of living for the Government seems to

be going up, too, as I find the tax receipt a little
larger each year in spite of the fine-sounding prom-
ises of our honest politicians. Also I notice the
price of gasoline has gone up 5 cents a gallon com-
pared with last month's price, due, I suppose, to
the earnest desire of our friend John D. to endow
some institution a little harder than he did before;
but I pay whether I feel "endowable" or not; it's a
case of J. D. getting the credit for my unwilling
nickel.
The next item of interest in my mail comes

legally without a stamp, but with a Government
frank; it is a long religious article gotten up in the
United States Senate by Senator Works of Cali-
fornia. I read it and discover that Senator Works
is very much afraid that the Government will put
a barb-wire fence around somebody's "medical free-
dom" and that they would not be allowed to live
and die by any route, medical or religious, that
they chose. Now I have had an idea, which must
be erroneous, that one of the fundamental principles
of the constitution of these United States was that
anybody and everybody should serve God as he
pleased; I had an idea that this was the "big" rea-
son why people sailed over the ocean several hun-
dred years ago and from that time religious belief
has been safe-guarded by the constitution, and as
for medical freedom, it looks mighty free to me
when he can take his choice of "Christian Science,"
Osteopathy, Mental Healing, New Thought, Chi-
nese Bugs, Clairvoyance, Divine Healing, or none
at all.
As I read further, I find the Senator afraid of a

Public Health Bureau, because it might be run by
trained experts in public hygiene. If anything goes
wrong with our forests, trained experts are sent to
investigate the trouble and eradicate it, the same
with sick orchards. If hog cholera breaks out, do
you, Mr. Senator, think it wrong or interfering


